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ounding Father who galvanized, inspired, scandalized and shaped 
the newborn nation. In the first full-length biography of Alexander 
Hamilton in decades, Ron Chernow tells the riveting story of a man 
who overcame all odds to shape, inspire and scandalize the 
newborn America. According to historian Joseph Ellis, Alexander 
Hamilton is “a robust full-length portrait, in my view the best ever 
written, of the most brilliant, charismatic and dangerous founder 
of them all.”  
Chernow’s biography is not just a portrait of Hamilton, but the 
story of America’s birth seen through its most central figure. At a 
critical time to look back to our roots, Alexander Hamilton will 
remind readers of the purpose of our institutions and our heritage 
as Americans. 
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It was the British victory at the Battle of El Alamein in November 
1942 that inspired one of Winston Churchill's most famous 
aphorisms: 'This is not the end, it is not even the beginning of the 
end, but it is, perhaps, the end of the beginning'. And yet the 
significance of this episode remains unrecognised. In this thrilling 
historical account, Jonathan Dimbleby describes the political and 
strategic realities that lay behind the battle, charting the nail-biting 
months that led to the victory at El Alamein in November 1942. It is 
a story of high drama, played out both in the war capitals of 
London, Washington, Berlin, Rome and Moscow, and at the front in 
Egypt, Libya, Tunisia, Morrocco and Algeria and in the command 
posts and foxholes in the desert. 
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In this remarkable book, which is partly a memoir and partly an 
exploration of the various deliberate and inadvertent acts that 
have contributed to the othering of the 180 million Muslims in 
India, Saeed Naqvi looks at how the divisions between Muslims and 
Hindus began in the modern era. The British were the first to 
exploit these divisions between the communities in the nineteenth 
and twentieth centuries. In the run-up to Independence, and its 
immediate aftermath, some of India’s greatest leaders including 
Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru, Vallabhbhai Patel, and others 
only served to drive the communities further apart. Successive 
governments.. 
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Starting from 2005 when a government-sponsored vigilante 
movement, Salwa Judum, killed hundreds and drove thousands of 
villagers into camps, to the present day when it is the most 
militarized area in the country, the war in Bastar has taken a heavy 
toll on the people of Bastar, the security forces, the Maoists and 
human rights activists. This book chronicles how the armed conflict 
between the government and the Maoists has devastated the lives 
of some of India’s poorest, most vulnerable citizens. The fact that 
Bastar has some of India’s biggest mineral reserves has made the 
conflict even more intense and also destroyed the ecology and 
culture of Bastar. 
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Feroze Gandhi is often remembered as Indira Gandhi’s husband 
and Jawaharlal Nehru’s son-in-law. But who was Feroze Gandhi? A 
Congress worker, a young freedom fighter, a parliamentarian, or 
just another Gandhi? Diving into the history of the Nehru–Gandhi 
family, the Swedish journalist Bertil Falk brings together his 40-year 
old research in this biography of Feroze Gandhi. Including some 
rare photographs, first-hand interviews of people close to Feroze 
and personal experiences of the author, this volume brings to light 
his significant, yet unrecognized, role as a parliamentarian, in cases 
such as the Mundhra case, Life Insurance and Freedom of Press 
Bill. It also busts some myths about Feroze’s controversial origin, 
his personal life, his importance as a politician and his relationship 
with the Nehrus. With interesting details about Feroze as a young 
boy in Allahabad, to his years as a freedom fighter, journalist, 
Congressman and a politician, this volume examines the 
chronology of events that shaped the life of Feroze. 
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Throughout history the world's greatest conquerors have made 
their mark not just on the battlefield, but in the societies they have 
transformed. Genghis Khan conquered by arms and bravery, but he 
ruled by commerce and religion. He created the world's greatest 
trading network and drastically lowered taxes for merchants, but 
he knew that if his empire was going to last, he would need 
something stronger and more binding than trade. He needed 
religion. And so, unlike the Christian, Taoist and Muslim 
conquerors who came before him, he gave his subjects freedom of 
religion. Genghis lived in the 13th century, but he struggled with 
many of the same problems we face today: How should one 
balance religious freedom with the need to reign in fanatics? Can 
one compel rival religions - driven by deep seated hatred--to live 
together in peace? A celebrated anthropologist whose bestselling 
Genghis Khan and the Making of the Modern World radically 
transformed our understanding of the Mongols and their legacy, 
Jack Weatherford has spent eighteen years exploring areas of 
Mongolia closed until the fall of the Soviet Union and researching 
the Secret History of the Mongols, an astonishing document 
written in code that was only recently discovered.  
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In Looking Away, Harsh Mander ranges wide to record and analyse 
the many different fault lines which crisscross Indian society today. 
There is increasing prosperity among the middle classes but also a 
corresponding intolerance for the less fortunate. Poverty and 
homelessness are also on the rise -both in urban and rural settings 
- but not only has the state abandoned its responsibility to provide 
for those afflicted, the middle class, too, now avoids even the basic 
impulses of sharing. And with the sharp Rightward turn in politics, 
minority communities are under serious threat -their very status as 
citizens in question -as a belligerent, monolithic idea of the nation 
takes the place of an inclusive, tolerant one. 
However, as Harsh Mander points out, what most stains society 
today is the erosion in the imperative for sympathy, both at the 
state and individual levels, a crumbling that is principally at the 



base of the vast inequities which afflict India. Exhaustive in its 
scope, impassioned in its arguments and rigorous in its scholarship, 
Looking Away is a sobering checklist of all the things we must 
collectively get right if India is to become the country that was 
promised, in equal measure, to all its citizens. 
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This book contains reminiscences of the Author as Judge for 
twenty-five years. Apart from a few travelogue and acquaintances 
with personages, the descriptions are live stories of human life 
displayed in different courts where he was judge. The author has 
avoided narrating matrimonial disputes due to statutory 
constraints. The narratives have been recollected from memory. 
Yet care was taken to mention only true facts, though all truths are 
not included, lest, it might injure the feelings of others. This is 
intended only for the readers to have easy reading on some 
interesting episodes of human life. 
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Unassuming in its title, the book ‘Courts of India – Past to present’ 
by the Supreme Court of India could very well be the first of its 
kind. In the 66 years of the court’s existence, it is the first time that 
the Bar and the Bench have come together to produce such a 
work. 
The book has no single author, instead the Editorial Board 
comprises members of both the Bench and the Bar. This board 
includes three sitting Supreme Court judges – Justices SA 
Bobde, Rohinton Fali Nariman and UU Lalit – and one judge from 
the Delhi High Court, Justice Ravindra S Bhat. There are five 
members from the Bar – Senior Advocates Raju 
Ramachandran, Indu Malhotra and Sanjay Hegde and advocates K 
Parameshwar and Gautam Bhatia. 
The contributors also include a host of sitting and retired judges of 
the Supreme Court and various High Courts and Senior advocates 
and lawyers from different parts of the country. 
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“Under Article 345 of the Constitution, the Uttarakhand Legislative 
Assembly has passed the proposal to make Hindi the official 
language and Sanskrit the second official language of Uttarakhand 
state,” 
This book provide details about various languages and dialects in 
Uttarakhand .  

https://barandbench.com/one-can-only-hope-liberal-values-dont-get-submerged-these/
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Understanding our past is of critical importance to our present. 
Many popularly held views about the past need to be critically 
inquired into before they can be taken as historical. For instance, 
what was the aftermath of the raid on the Somanatha temple? 
Which of us is Aryan or Dravidian? Why is it important for Indian 
society to be secular? When did communalism as an ideology gain 
a foothold in the country? How and when did our patriarchal 
mindset begin to support a culture of violence against women? 
Why are the fundamentalists so keen to rewrite history textbooks? 
The answers to these and similar questions have been disputed 
and argued about ever since they were first posed. Distinguished 
historian Romila Thapar has investigated, analyzed and interpreted 
the history that underlies such questions throughout her career; 
now, in this book, through a series of incisive essays she argues 
that it is of critical importance for the past to be carefully and 
rigorously explained, if the legitimacy of our present, wherever it 
derives from the past, is to be portrayed as accurately as possible. 
This is especially pertinent given the attempts by unscrupulous 
politicians, religious fundamentalists and their ilk to try and 
misrepresent and willfully manipulate the past in order to serve 
their present-day agendas. An essential and necessary book at a 
time when sectarianism, bogus ‘nationalism’ and the muddying of 
historical facts are increasingly becoming a feature of our public, 
private and intellectual lives. 
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Donald Trump, Silvio Berlusconi, Marine Le Pen, Hugo Chavez-
populists are on the rise across the globe. But what exactly is 
populism? Should everyone who criticizes Wall Street or 
Washington be called a populist? What precisely is the difference 
between right-wing and left-wing populism? Does populism bring 
government closer to the people or is it a threat to democracy? 
Who are "the people" anyway and who can speak in their name? 
These questions have never been more pressing. In this 
groundbreaking volume, Jan-Werner Muller argues that at 
populism's core is a rejection of pluralism. Populists will always 
claim that they and they alone represent the people and their true 
interests. Muller also shows that, contrary to conventional wisdom, 
populists can govern on the basis of their claim to exclusive moral 
representation of the people: if populists have enough power, they 
will end up creating an authoritarian state that excludes all those 
not considered part of the proper "people." The book proposes a 
number of concrete strategies for how liberal democrats should 
best deal with populists and, in particular, how to counter their 
claims to speak exclusively for "the silent majority" or "the real 
people." Analytical, accessible, and provocative, What Is Populism? 
is grounded in history and draws on examples from Latin America, 
Europe, and the United States to define the characteristics of 
populism and the deeper causes of its electoral successes in our 
time. 
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How can secularism be defined and distinguished from religious 
tolerance?  
Why is secularism important in the present day? 
Will secularism work in a multi-religious country like India?  
The issues surrounding secularism - state neutrality, freedom of 
religion, equal citizenship - have been discussed at least since the 
18th century. However, the seeds of these ideas were sown in the 
15th century, with the invention of the printing press in Europe, 
and have grown and developed since then. Although the focus of 
this book is on India, both European (mainly French) and American 
modes of secularism are discussed as a backdrop to understanding 
the peculiar nature of secularism in a multi-religious context.  
With engaging text and visuals, this book presents all the basic 
materials needed for comprehending the complex notion of 
secularism, from the 15th century to the present day.  
Nalini Rajan is Dean of Studies and Professor, Asian College of 
Journalism, Chennai, India. She has published four books on 
political philosophy, three works of fiction, and edited five volumes 
on the media. 
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Sriram is twenty. As a mark of his coming of age his grandmother 
allows his the pass-book to his savigns in the local bank, but Sriram 
is growing up in other ways, too, and an enchanting and 
unpredictable girl leads him into the entourage of Mahatma 
Gandhi.  
 
These are the opening events in R K Narayan's novel. It is the finest 
thing he has yet achieved, and his story of the triumphs and 
tragedies of a raw young zealot in the service of Gandhi is 
distinguished for its warmth, its humour, its lack of sentimentality 
and the stamp of absolute truth.  Sriram's evolution into manhood 
is, for him, strange and bewildering process. Bharati, the girl he 
worship, is witty, infuriating, capable and, wonder of wonders, 
condescending to the moonstruck Sriram. Her first loyalty though, 
is to the Mahatma, a saint blessed with disconcerting common 
sense, a man whose tragedy is tat he is so much greater than his 
followers. Most of them accept his ideas enthusiastically, and 
without realizing it, pervert them to suit their coarser personalities. 
Sriram is inspired by Gandhi, but he is too easily influenced by 
glamorous patriots of the type of Jagadish, a terrorist. 
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This groundbreaking international bestseller lays to rest many 
myths about the Holocaust: that Germans were ignorant of the 
mass destruction of Jews, that the killers were all SS men, and that 
those who slaughtered Jews did so reluctantly. Hitler's Willing 
Executioners provides conclusive evidence that the extermination 
of European Jewry engaged the energies and enthusiasm of tens of 
thousands of ordinary Germans. Goldhagen reconstructs the 
climate of "eliminationist anti-Semitism" that made Hitler's pursuit 
of his genocidal goals possible and the radical persecution of the 
Jews during the 1930s popular. Drawing on a wealth of unused 
archival materials, principally the testimony of the killers 
themselves, Goldhagen takes us into the killing fields where 
Germans voluntarily hunted Jews like animals, tortured them 
wantonly, and then posed cheerfully for snapshots with their 
victims. From mobile killing units, to the camps, to the death 
marches, Goldhagen shows how ordinary Germans, nurtured in a 
society where Jews were seen as unalterable evil and dangerous, 
willingly followed their beliefs to their logical conclusion. 
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We all sense it - our lives are speeding up at a dizzying rate. Thank 
You forBeing Late exposes the tectonic movements that are 
reshaping the world todayand explains how to get the most out of 
them. Friedman's thesis is that theplanet's three largest forces - 
Moore's law (technology), the market(globalization) and Mother 
Nature (climate change and biodiversity loss) - are allaccelerating 
at once. An extraordinary release of energy is reshaping 
everythingfrom how we hail a taxi to the fate of nations to our 
most intimate relationships.Thank You for Being Late is a work of 
contemporary history that serves as afield manual for how to think 
about this era of accelerations and how we cananchor ourselves in 
the eye of this storm. It's also an argument for 'being late' -for 
pausing to appreciate this amazing historical epoch we're passing 
throughand reflecting on its possibilities and dangers. Written with 
his trademarkvitality, wit and optimism and with unequalled access 
to many of those at theforefront of the changes he is describing all 
over the world, Thank You for BeingLate is Friedman's most 
ambitious book - and an essential guide to the presentand the 
future. 

 


