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Alice Howland is a fifty-year-old cognitive psychology 

professor at Harvard and a world-renowned expert in 

linguistics, with grown children and a satisfying marriage, 

when she starts to experience fleeting forgetfulness and 

disorientation. She initially attributes these episodes to 

normal aging or menopause. But as her symptoms 

worsen, she sees a neurologist and is given the 

diagnosis that will change her life forever: early-onset 

Alzheimer's Disease. 

With no cure or treatment, Alice struggles to find 

meaning and purpose in her life as her sense of self is 

gradually stripped away, leaving her unable to continue 

in her profession, take care of herself, recognize her 

loved ones or even understand that she has a neuro-

degenerative disease. Without memory or hope, Alice is 

forced to live in the moment, which is in turns beautiful, 

terrifying and maddening. 

Vinod Mehta's new book takes forward the story of 

Lucknow Boy, recounting his experiences in the corridors 

of power in Delhi. His views on Narendra Modi, Arvind 

Kejriwal and the Nehru-Gandhi dynasty and his decoding 

of coalition politics and the significant changes ushered in 

by the 2014 Lok Sabha elections, are expressed with his 

characteristic sharp insights, wit and wisdom. So too are 

his analyses of the sweeping changes taking place in the 

print and TV media and his pen portraits of personalities 

such as Ratan Tata, Niira Radia, Khushwant Singh, 

Sachin Tendulkar and Arundhati Roy. Other chapters 

examine the lack of humour in our political life, the 

changing aspirations of the Indian middle class and the 

mistakes and regrets of his life. Peppered with anecdotes 

and gossip, every page of this honest, lively and irreverent 

book is both illuminating and entertaining. 
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Pakistan's transformation from a country once projected as 

a model of Muslim enlightenment to a state now threatened 

by an Islamist take over dominates the headlines. Many 

account for the change by pointing to Pakistan's 

controversial partnership with the United States since 9/11; 

others see it as a consequence of Pakistan's long history of 

authoritarian rule, which has marginalized liberal opinion and 

left the field open for inroads by the religious right. Farzana 

Shaikh argues that while external influences and domestic 

politics have unquestionably shaped the direction of change, 

the country's social and political decline is rooted primarily in 

uncertainty about the meaning of Pakistan and the 

significance of 'being Pakistani' 

One of the most popular and controversial historians of 

the twentieth century, who made his subject accessible 

to millions, A.J.P. Taylor caused a storm of outrage with 

this scandalous bestseller. Debunking what were 

accepted truths about the Second World War, he argued 

provocatively that Hitler did not set out to cause the war 

as part of an evil master plan, but blundered into it partly 

by accident, aided by the shortcomings of others. 

Fiercely attacked for vindicating Hitler, A.J.P. Taylor's 

stringent re-examination of the events preceding the Nazi 

invasion of Poland on 1st September 1939 opened up 

new debate, and is now recognized as a brilliant and 

classic piece of scholarly research. 

‘This much I can tell you,’ writes Ruskin Bond in his introduction 

to this journal, ‘for all its hardships and complications, life is 

simple.’ Drawing upon a lifetime’s experience in the hills and 

small towns of north India, he records the many small moments 

that constitute a life of harmony—with the self, the natural world, 

and friends, family and passersby. In these pages, we watch a 

wild plum blossom and the moon come up between two deodar 

trees; we hear a redstart whistle and the rain drum on a tin roof; 

we recognize the ache of losing love and the consolation of old 

companions. 
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Sudipta Kaviraj has long been recognized as among India s 

most thoughtful and wide-ranging political thinkers and analysts, 

one of the subtlest and most learned writers on Indian politics. 

Paradoxically, this has remained something of a state secret, 

because Kaviraj s writings have remained scattered in journals 

difficult to access. The essays in this volume try to approach 

Indian democracy from different angles. Kaviraj argues that it is 

wrong to believe that with the rise of modernity human societies 

suffer complete disenchantment: modernity creates new forms of 

enchantment, and democracy is, in fact 

'Nobody has done more harm to me than Jawaharlal 

Nehru,' wrote Subhas Chandra Bose in 1939. Had relations 

between the two great nationalist leaders soured to the 

extent that Bose had begun to view Nehru as his enemy? 

But then, why did he name one of the regiments of the 

Indian National Army after Jawaharlal? And what prompted 

Nehru to weep when he heard of Bose's untimely death in 

1945 and to recount soon after, 'I used to treat him as my 

youngerbrother'? 

Bose as a prodigal son. Nehru and Bose: Parallel Lives 

brings to light the riveting story of two contrasting 

personalities who would go on to define modern India. 

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

    

Political Order and Political Decay is a courageous 

book by an author at the peak of his analytical and 

literary powers. This project started as an attempt to 

rewrite and update Samuel Huntington's 

classic Political Order in Changing Societies, 

published in 1968. Yet Fukuyama has what 

Huntington sorely lacked, namely the ability to 

communicate complex ideas through engaging prose. 

He's both a perceptive political analyst and a 

wonderful storyteller. Clearly, something has indeed 

gone haywire in our world: Serious political science 

is not supposed to be so enjoyable 
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Nations are not trapped by their pasts, but events that happened 

hundreds or even thousands of years ago continue to exert huge 

influence on present-day politics. If we are to understand the 

politics that we now take for granted, we need to understand its 

origins. Francis Fukuyama examines the paths that different 

societies have taken to reach their current forms of political order. 

This book starts with the very beginning of mankind and comes 

right up to the eve of the French and American revolutions, 

spanning such diverse disciplines as economics, anthropology 

and geography. The Origins of Political Order is a magisterial 

study on the emergence of mankind as a political animal, by one 

of the most eminent political thinkers writing today.  

     

Reginald Walter Michael "Mickey" Dias 

Bandaranaike, QC (3 March 1921 – 17 November 2009) was 

a barrister, academic and author of leading works on 

jurisprudence and the law of tort. He was the first 

Law Fellow of Magdalene College, Cambridge, Director of 

Studies and Professor of Jurisprudence. His research was 

mainly in the fields of Roman law, jurisprudence and the law of 

tort. He is best known for his work Dias on Jurisprudence, his 

work as editor (from 1961) and, subsequently, general editor 

(from 1975 to 1995) of the leading practitioners’ work Clerk 

and Lindsell on Torts. 


